
The material in this document is provided for informational purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive resource on this topic. This material has 

been compiled from a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however, Holland assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or currency of this information 

and encourages you to consult experts in this area for more information. In no event does the content of this document supersede any applicable local, state or 

federal statutes or regulations.

Toolbox Talks are designed to promote safety discussions and best practices on the jobsite. To see more Toolbox Talks, please visit hollandcs.com/toolboxtalks.

Most of us have learned the basic dangers of using knives. Statistics show that knives cause more disabling 

injuries than any other type of hand tool. Stop and think about how you are using a knife and where the knife is 

being stored.

USE

•	 A knife is used for cutting, and cutting only

•	 Never use a knife as a screw driver or prying tool 

•	 Always make cuts away from your body 

•	 Do not use too much pressure to cut 

•	 Never use a defective knife – such as one with a broken handle, blade or lock system

•	 Always be sure the knife is sharp 

•	 Dull knives lead to injury because more pressure is needed to make cuts and this can result in slips 

•	 Never throw a knife

PROTECTION

•	 If you have to make cuts close to your body, be sure to wear the proper Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) to avoid injury

•	 Mail gloves are available for certain cutting applications

STORAGE

•	 Always carry a knife in its sheath 

•	 Never leave a knife uncovered on a table or workbench 

•	 Always store the knife with the cutting edge down or covered

FIRST AID

•	 Treat even the smallest cut 

•	 Blood poisoning or infections can develop if cuts are not treated properly

Make sure you are using the right knife for the job. A good sharp knife should cut without di�culty, allowing 

you to get the job done quickly and safely.
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